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had never seen a woman look so magnificent, or show such courage
in a dangerous situation. Ten minutes later, with her pistol
still in her hand, she attempted to leave the Church, The weapon
was at once torn from her grasp, she was pinned against the wall,
and the crowd was beginning to ill-treat her when gendarmes
hurried up to protect her from further insults.

While all this had been happening, a dejeuner dansant was
taking place in the Palace. No sooner had the King been informed
of what was happening than he left his guests and, in spite of the
surging crowds, rushed into the square. Eight to ten gendarmes
had, in the meantime, escorted Lola Montez from the Theatiner
Church to the gate of the Palace, which lay opposite. The King
caught sight of her and before everybody offered her his arm and
took her into the Palace. Immediately after this, mounted police
arrived and cleared the square and the dancer was taken through
quiet side streets to her house.

The King was beside himself with anger. The students were to
blame for everything; his beautiful Countess had always told him
so and had urged him to close the University. She was quite right,
it was high time to do so, before the rest of the inhabitants
started rioting. An order was immediately sent to Prince zu
Oettingen-Wallerstein to close the University. With consternation
the Minister received the King's command and immediately
made urgent representations to dissuade him from this course:
The step upon which Your Majesty has decided is so extremely
serious/ he declared to the King, 'and will bring such unspeakable
misfortune upon thousands of respectable families. ... I saw it
coming; I knew who wished for this step; I was witness of the
incredible way in which she induced provocation and of the still
more incredible manner in which Your Majesty was deceived.
Countess Landsf eld's conduct to-day, when, in spite of the promise
she gave Your Majesty after you had conducted her to her house,
she deliberately went out again into the midst of the excited
crowds literally to bait them and finally to seek a magnificent
refuge in the Bavarian Royal Palace, which had to be closed in by
troops on her account, has opened my eyes and let me see the
abyss into which Your Royal Majesty and Bavaria are deliberately
to be dragged.'l
But the King adhered to his decision. He had again assured

1 Prince zu Oettingen-Wallerstein to Ludwig I, Munich, 9th February, 1848.
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